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"THE WILDERNESS OF TEMPTATION" 
A Meditation for Lent 
The Rev. Michael P. Milliken 
 
"Immediately afterwards the Spirit drove Jesus 
out into the wilderness and he remained there 
for forty days, and was tempted by Satan.  He 
was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked 
after him" (Mk. 1:12,13). 
 
 The Wilderness of Temptation!  That 
seems to be a place where I spend a good part 
of my life.  It is not a place of lifeless desolation, 
quite the contrary.  It is a place full of life and 
adventure and excitement.  The Wilderness of 
Temptation is not a desert, it’s a carnival.  It is a 
series of side-shows on the midway to the cir-
cus.  On either side of the midway to the big-top 
there are booths and small tents that hold out 
the promise of seeing something I've never seen 
before, of experiencing something I've never 
experienced before.  There is mystery and al-
lure.  There is the exotic and the unusual.   
 
 The Wilderness of Temptation is not iso-
lated -- everywhere I look, there are people wan-
dering in the same midway, stranger and friend 
both.  The barkers entice us, they try to lure us 
in.  Their voices are smooth.  They promise the 
world for only 50 cents. 
 
 The bearded lady; the strong man who 
can lift 500 pounds with each hand; the woman 
who is transformed in to a gorilla right before 
your very eyes.  All this and more is there.  It’s a 
festival for the senses. 
 
 But alas, all this is only a come-on.  The 
beard is fake, the barbells are hollow, and the 
gorilla suit is ill-fitting.  The promises are empty, 
the sights are false, the enticement was a lie, 

and the mystery was only an illusion.  The only true 
reality is that now we are 50 cents poorer, and we 
wonder why we did it in the first place. 
 
 We are all guilty of falling for temptation out 
in the wilderness.  We have cheated on our diets, 
we have sneaked a cigarette when we're trying to 
quit, we call in sick because we want a day off.  
Small temptations to be sure.  But there are bigger 
ones.  We sometimes succumb to the temptation of 
promised power and wealth.  We succumb to the 
promise of love and excitement in the arms of an-
other man or woman.  We are enticed to freedom 
through drugs and alcohol. 
  
 After we've given in we discover all was only 
an illusion, false promise, and empty dreams.  Our 
only gain has been a loss, for we are poorer than 
when we first began.  And we stand guilty before 
ourselves and those about us.  We have fallen short 
of the mark. 
 
 There is not one of us, who in his wildest 
dreams, can think that he or she is the person they 
ought to be.  As St. Paul puts it:  "...all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God" (Rm. 3:23).  As 
we know this is true of each of us.  We may try to 
hide from this truth, we may not want to accept it, 
but we do know it.  All of us are painfully aware that 
we have been cheated out of our money, 50 cents 
here, and 50 cents there, and all for nothing.  The 
Tempter has become richer while we have become 
poorer. 
 
 Sometimes we say, "If only I could start over 
again.  If only I could take back what I said.  If only I 
could turn the clock back".  But we can't.  We've 
paid our money, we took our chances, and we lost. 
 
 This is the state of affairs most of us find our 
life in at one point or another.  Sooner or later each 
of us reaches that place where we have sampled all 



the side-shows, and now are broke.  We are at 
the end of our rope.  We cannot go back, and we 
haven't the resources to go forward.  Here we sit, 
frustrated, hopeless, guilty. 
 
 As we sit and survey our Wilderness of 
Temptation we behold a man coming toward us.  
He moves slowly up the midway.  He stops fre-
quently to gaze at the side-shows, but he does 
not go in.  Every few feet he stops to talk to peo-
ple -- some listen, some don't.  Some people 
seem to light up in his presence, some don't want 
to be bothered.  At this distance it’s hard to see, 
but it looks like he's trying to give something to the 
people.  Some take what he gives and they run by 
me headed for the circus.  Others take the gift and 
run for the next side-show.  And there are some 
who look at his gift and throw it away in disgust. 
 
 In this midway of life, this Wilderness of 
Temptation, there are many like me.  Men and 
women and children all sitting off to the side of the 
road, and at each person this man stops, and 
talks, and makes his offer. 
 
 Person by person, yard by yard, he makes 
his way toward me.  Finally I see his face before 
me, and I hear his question:  "Why are you sitting 
here?  Why aren't you going to the circus?" 
 
 In spite of myself, I pour out my troubles to 
this stranger with the kind face.  I tell him how I've 
been cheated by the allure of the side-shows; that 
I've spent all my money, and I have nothing left.  I 
cannot go back, and I cannot go on, so here I sit. 
 
 For a few moments he looks intently at 
me.  His eyes do not judge, they do not condemn.  
I see there only a look of love.  Presently he 
speaks to me again.  "I have not the power to 
send you back where you were", he said.  "I have 
not the power to undo what you have done.  But," 
he continued, "I have a gift for you".  As he spoke 
he took my hand, placed something in it, and 
closed my fingers over it.  Then he smiled again, 
got up, and moved on to another person. 
 
 I watched him for a bit longer -- the eyes, 
the smile, the soft and gentle words all stayed 
with me.  Then I remembered his gift.  What was it 
he had left me?  When I opened my fingers, there 
in my hand were shiny new coins.  I counted 
quickly.  I counted them again!  I could hardly be-
lieve it, but it was true.  The man with the soft 
words and loving eyes had given me the exact 
cost of admission to the circus.  He had asked 
nothing in return -- he just simply paid my way in! 

 
 "...Christ himself, innocent though he was, 
has died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead 
us to God" (1 Pt. 3:18). 
 
 The Wilderness of Temptation…….that is 
where we find Jesus! 
 

 
 

This month I want to give 
a huge THANK YOU to 
the loyal, dependable, 
and helpful  volunteers at 
the Clothes Closet. 
These ladies show up no 
matter what the weather 
and if someone can’t 
make it she finds another 
volunteer to take her 
place so it all runs very 
smoothly. Let’s all recog-
nize and be grateful for 

these great volunteers: Pat Bauder, Lil Braden, 
Dottie Donnelly, Kitty Douthit, Pat Long, Martha 
Mustain, Betty Pitts and Donna Wooten. I also 
want to say a special thank you to Andy Hook 
who helps donors with bags and boxes as well 
as helping me. It’s a real team effort and we 
have a winning team! 
 
We can still use winter clothing especially coats, 
scarves, hats and mittens. We could also use 
some women’s sleepwear and purses, men’s 
socks and t-shirts and anything for children. 
                                                   ����������	
��  
 
 

 
The monthly gathering of 
the Lunch Bunch will be at 
noon on Friday, March 19th 
at the Downtown Sampler 
restaurant in the First Na-
tional Bank Building. Sign 
up in the narthex or call the 
church office by the 18th to 
make your reservation. 
 

 
 
 

How are you doing with your How are you doing with your How are you doing with your 
Wednesday fasting?Wednesday fasting?Wednesday fasting?   
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THANK YOU! 
 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew would like to 
thank the men, women, and youth of Grace 
Church who helped us with the Shrove Tuesday 
pancake supper. We also want to thank every-
one who supported the supper. Close to 80 peo-
ple were served. 
 
 

 
THE CROSS IS PIVOTAL 
 
Pivotal means crucial or ab-
solutely necessary. Such is 
the cross on which Jesus 
died. It represents salvation 
from sin and death. To see 
sin in all its cruelty and de-
pravity, look at the cross. 
The cross can jar a person to 
the core. 
 

In his parent’s bedroom, a teenager noticed a 
picture he’d never paid attention to before. It 
was a vivid scene of the Crucifixion. As the boy 
studied it, his emotions began to stir. He saw the 
helpless Christ dying, the helmeted soldiers 
bearing spears, the crowd seething with hatred. 
Jesus was pinned to the cross, bleeding and 
helpless. Mary stood nearby, consumed by grief. 
 
The picture revealed sin and its results: suffering 
and death. What if the room had a different pic-
ture, with an empty tomb and an angel announc-
ing Christ’s resurrection? Those represent that 
God loves mankind so much he still wants to 
save us, no matter what we’ve done. 
 
“May I never boast of anything except the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world” 
(Galatians 6:14, NRSV). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
���������	
����
 
As in past years, we will again 
be decorating the church for 
Easter with lilies. This year we 
will be adding a few tulips as 
well. If you would like to donate 
to the Easter Flower Fund - giv-
ing a flower in memory of loved 
ones or in thanksgiving for a 
special blessing in your life, you may sign up at 
the narthex bulletin board or call the church of-
fice. The requested donation for a flower is $20 
which can be put in the offering plate on Sunday 
or mailed to the office. Be sure to note “Easter 
flower” on the bottom left of your check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Seder Meal is very similar to the Last Sup-
per of Jesus in the Upper Room. It is the sacred 
meal celebrated by Jewish families today on 
Passover.  The Passover Seder is the founda-
tion upon which the Christian Eucharist is based. 
 
For many years this has been a very popular 
activity at Grace Church on the Wednesday of 
Holy Week.  It is a celebration of life and tremen-
dous spirituality wrapped in a meal. 
 
Seating is always limited for the Seder so don’t 
wait too long to sign up.  Watch for the poster in 
the narthex.  Remember this is a full dinner…. 
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The Altar Guild will meet Wednesday, 
March 31 at 10:00 a.m. to prepare the 
brass and silver elements which will reap-
pear on Easter! 
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For many years it has been the custom for mem-
bers of the parish to gather and hand-make the 
Palm Crosses which are passed-out on Palm/
Passion Sunday as part of morning Liturgy. 
 
Also, for the past few years we have turned this into 
a small celebration complete with pizza for all.  You 
are invited to join us to make Palm Crosses, to eat 
pizza, to laugh and visit with one-another! 
 
Our Palm Crosses and Pizza will take place about 
6:00 p.m., on Friday, March 26th.  Come to Stations 
of the Cross at 5:30 p.m., and stay for the fun.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our prayers and sympathy go out to Bob Milner 
and children for the death of Olive Milner.  We 
also offer our prayers and sympathy to Warren 
Hixson whose mother, Florence, died recently.  
“Into paradise may the angels lead you.  At your 
coming may the martyrs receive you, and bring 
you into the holy city Jerusalem.” 
 
Congratulations to Weston Cottrell who has been 
granted a full athletic scholarship to Hutchinson 
Community College. 
 
Congratulations to Amber Cottrell who is 1 of only 
120 applicants accepted yearly into the University 
of Kansas Design School. 
 
A Tip of the Halo goes to the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew, helped by the Youth Group, for the out-
standing Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.  This 
just keeps getting bigger and bigger. 
 
A Tip of the Halo goes to the Youth Group for the 
truly outstanding Italian Dinner they hosted for the 
parish.  Good food, good help, good times.  The 
Youth Group is raising money for a trip to England 
in 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  5  Alice Evans       22  Will Eberly 
  6  Raleigh Jarrett       25  Edna Keeler 
  7  Gage French       25  Sharon Kimbell 
  9  Kathy Snell       28  Bill Tolliver 
13 Mike Milliken       30  Sally Heitschmidt 
20 Glen Ackley       31  Mary Gere Bridger 
21 Georgia Decker       31  Katherine Eberly 
22 Nation Meyer 
 

                       8  Roger & Delta Sullivan 
          13  Harold & Shirley Henry 
 
 

 
For thus said the Lord God, the 
holy one of Israel. “In returning 
and rest you shall be saved; in 
quietness and in trust shall be 
your strength.” Isaiah 30:15 
 

Lent is a discipline, and boy is 
it hard to change my crazy 
daily schedule. When am I go-

ing to turn off the TV, tune out, and take time to 
listen for God’s message for me? Will He have a 
message for me? I believe He does and more 
importantly, will I hear it!! This is a part of the 
Rule of Life vow that DOK’s take when we are 
installed into the Order. 
 

Come join us and worship with us in March. We 
will be meeting at 4:45 on March 10th and 24th. 
We are currently studying the Psalms which fit 
well into the Lenten Season. 
 

   FHS 
   Patti Wamsley 
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 One of the chief issues that UTX needs 
to deal with when it comes to our pilgrimage to 
England is, “What criteria do we use to ensure 
that everyone who comes pulls his/her own 
weight.” We agreed that everyone who wants to 
go must put in the same amount of work and so 
UTX agreed on three areas where we can show 
that commitment by our attendance.  As a youth 
group we agreed that, if we wish to go on the 
pilgrimage, we will... 

Attend 75% of all regularly scheduled  
UTX activites. 

Attend 70% of Sunday worship services. 
Attend 90% of all UTX fundraisers. 

 To ensure that we’re keeping ourselves 
honest about our commitments I am taking at-
tendance so that as 2012 draws closer we can 
see who is living up to their commitment and 
who is not. This commitment is not just for the 
youth only, Nancy and I are also committed to 
this and we each have our own space on the 
attendance lists.  
 In the month of February UTX, along with 
making commitments, also helped the Brother-
hood of St. Andrew with the Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper and made aprons for our Ital-
ian Dinner. 
 
Italian Dinner 
 

 On Saturday February 20th UTX held its 
first fundraiser dinner aimed at raising money for 
our pilgrimage. The theme was Italian and we 
thank each and every one of you who came to 
this event. With your support we raised over 
$600!  
 Special thanks go to Sally Russell for 
preparing the food, Mike and Patti Wamsley for 
letting us use some of their decorations, Bob 
Stone for taking pictures, DJ Discount Liquor for 
donating the Chianti wine, Wal-Mart for donating 
the bread, and to Toni Cottrell and Nancy 
French who served the food and poured the 
wine. 
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Need graduation or Mother’s Day gifts? Do you love fine jew-
elry? Then the Grace Episcopal Church Youth Group, Under 
the Cross (UTX), has something just for you! 
 
UTX will be partnering with Silpada Designs® Independent 
Representative Missy Waln to host a Sterling Silver jewelry 
open house and fundraiser. Proceeds from the fundraiser will 
help UTX raise money for their trip to England in 2012. 
 
Silpada Designs® jewelry is handcrafted with .925 Sterling 
Silver and natural stones, such as turquoise and freshwater 
pearl. Silpada® works with artisans from all over the world to 
design Silpada’s® distinctive Sterling Silver jewelry. Silpada 
Designs’® pieces carry a life-time guarantee against manufac-
ture defect.  From necklaces to earrings to rings to belts, Sil-
pada Designs® has something unique for you! 
 
The Silpada Designs® fundraiser for UTX will be in the parish 
hall Thursday, March 4th from 6:30-8:00 p.m. and Sunday, 
March 7th from 9-10 am. (between services during breakfast) 
and after the late service. Be sure to tell your friends, 
neighbors, and relatives about this UTX fundraiser! For more 
information, contact Andy Hook at 662-8024 or Missy Waln at 
664-0665. Please help support UTX! 
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Grace Episcopal Church 
2 Hyde Park Drive 
Hutchinson, KS  67502 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Services: 
8:00 a.m. & 10:15 a.m.   

Sunday School for all ages 
9:15 a.m. 

Staffed Nursery Available 
 

Wednesdays: 
9:30 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
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